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With the Editorial Assistant, Maisie, having 
given the 1956 MG Magnette ZA her seal of 

approval, she is looking forward to lots of runs 
on foor legs and four wheels in 2018  
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 KEITH PENHALL 08 8823 2999; 0417 865 697  xaxr@bigpond.com 
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 TREVOR CLERKE 08 8853 7191 (H)  tnclerke@dodo.com.au 

 JIM DAVIES 0417 836 994 james.davies1949@gmail.com 

 RICHARD DUNS 08 8837 3002 (B)                  Richard@ardrossanautocentre.com 

 MIKE OSBORNE 08 8837 3158 ozbornes@internode.on.net 
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 MIKE OSBORNE 08 8837 3158 ozbornes@internode.on.net 

EVENTS COORDINATOR   RICHARD BASTIAN 0408 849 001  bastian@hotkey.net.au 

NEW MEMBER OFFICER  GRANT HARVEY 0408 019776 sandra.harvey7@bigpond.com 

REGALIA JOAN CORRELL 08 8853 2004  joanc@netyp.com.au  

WEB SITE   &  MAILING JIM SEWELL 08 8837 3826t wojays@internode.on.net 

PATRON STEPHEN GRIFFITHS MP 

 

LIFE MEMBERS RON BRIGGS+         LOIS BRIGGS KEN HEINRICH 
 HOWARD HEARD+         DON ROSE SHIRLEY ROSE+ 
 MIKE OSBORNE         MARY OSBORNE  DICK PENHALL 
 JENNY PENHALL          JIM SEWELL JEAN SEWELL 

 

GENERAL MEETINGS ARE HELD THE FIRST THURSDAY OF EACH MONTH, EXCEPT JANUARY, 8PM  

VISITORS  AND GUESTS WELCOME.  

VENUE IS NOW MAITLAND PERFORMING ARTS CENTRE, PIONEER ROAD MAITLAND. 

MAPS members wishing to join other members for social discourse and a meal before the monthly meeting can 
ring the Yorke Valley Hotel on 8832 2422, book a place on the MAPS table and turn up around 6pm; all welcome. 
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Always good to hear news from our 
previous Joint Patron, Don Rose. Rod 
and Vonny Hill make regular visits to 
Don in his new Estia home . 
Wishing Don a Happy Christmas and 
Happy New Year. 

FROM THE EDITOR 

 

Something a  rushed issue with a 
deadline to get the reminders out to 
members for events. At the last meeting, 
the matter of members making 
suggestions for events with a difference 
was raised. Whilst it might have  raised a 
joke, the idea of members assisting 
someone with a project had  some 
benefits. For the lone restorer, the offer 
for assistance and a bit of company 
seems a good idea. 

Shortly before that during a tidy up of 
the Club’s store room,  a boxful of rally 
plaques was found with the label, “Heard 
Medals” many would not have known 
who was Mr. Heard  

 Some with sharp eyes may have seen “ 
Howard Heard” on the list of Life 
Members. The small band of current 
members who were in the Club from the  
late 1980’s to mid 1990’s will know that 
Howard Heard was a generous donor to 
the Club and an active member. The 
medals in question were left to the Club 
and later went astray, but they resurfaced 
a few years ago. Howard had a Clyne car 
and he left that to the National Motor 
Museum in his will.. 

Talking of the Club storeroom, once the 
actual meeting room, our tenancy of that 
was negotiated by our new Patron Steven 
Griffiths M.P.. He also assisted in 
updating  the  old constitution  in his role 
of the YP Council CEO.  

Now all it leaves me is to wish all our 
readers a very safe ,Happy Christmas 
and Healthy New Year., 

Mike Osborne 

Now all I have to do is find a cover 
picture! NO JANUARY MEETING 

 

ANY IDEAS ON WHAT CAR 
THIS MASCOT MIGHT HAVE 

COME OFF? 



4 

Maps at Day at the Burgh 

 

Sunday November 19th dawned bright 
and shiny, promising a perfect backdrop 
for the Gourmet Food, Wine and Music 
Day at the Burgh, (Edithburgh). MAPS 
was invited to bring a show of vehicles as 
was the Veteran, Vintage and Classic 
Motorcycle Club and anyone else with an 
interesting vehicle or motorbike. 

Cars were to arrive at around 10:00am 
where they were able to park on both 
sides of the planted median strip down 
the centre of Jetty Road. After a small 
kerfuffle regarding cars obscuring ven-
dors’ signage and the Sea Rescue boat 
and truck blocking off a good deal of the 
parking area, all was sorted out and eve-
ryone was able to display their vehicles 
together. I am sure the organizers were 
astounded as to the number of cars that 
turned out for the day; even though I told 
them quite a few would be coming! It 
was a sight fit to stir the juices of the 
most disinterested passer-by.  

 

MAPS members were able to walk the 
main streets which were closed to traffic, 
enjoying the wonderful warm spring 
weather, drinking in the aromas of the 
delicious food being prepared and enjoy-
ing (I hope) the music. There were dis-
plays and stalls by the Friends of the 
Yorketown Hospital, Edithburgh Post 
Office, SA Ambulance, Edithburgh Mu-
seum and Edithburgh Sea Rescue. The 
Institute provided a cool refuge where 
one could peruse the abundance of local 
art on display and even purchase that spe-
cial piece if desired. Eight year old Millie 
had her hand made seed bead wall hang-
ings, mobiles and jewelry while dad Mark 
had his hand-made didgeridoos for sale. 
And he could play them too! 

 

Naturally, after some chin-wagging 
around the cars, walking the stalls and 
bopping to the music, those tempting 
smells of sizzling food could no longer be 
ignored. Pop-up food stalls were busy 
with choices ranging from locally caught 
fish burgers, oysters, paella and sausage 
sizzle. The Location Cafe was pumping 
to live bands all day while they hosted 
Caudo wines served with smokey ribs 
and chicken. Barley Stacks Wines had an 
instant wine garden complete with grass, 
tables and chairs on which to enjoy their 
products. 

 

At the other end of the street, a stage pro-
vided a shaded area where several bands 
and solo artists performed. The crowd 
was also treated to performances by some 
colourful Morris Dancers and a Scottish 
piper. 

 

 As the afternoon drew on, the crowds 
thinned a little and it signaled time for the 
cars to head for home. A huge thank you 
to everyone who patronized the day and 
we hope to see you there again in 2018! 
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Craig Farrow enjoying the day.  Some found a cool, shady spot. 

 

The McPhee 
Vanguard and 
Humber 
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2017/18      MAPS   EVENTS   CALENDAR 

Date Venue/Area Details & Contacts 

Friday 22nd December 
CLUB   EVENT 

Ardrossan 
Ardrossan Annual Christmas Parade. 

Meet at the top of the main street 
 at 5:30pm for a 6:00pm start 

2018 
Monday 1st January 
CLUB   EVENT 

Port Vincent 
  

Gala  Day 

A street parade and static display 
Meet in Ramsey St at 9:30am for the 
10:00 parade which returns to Ramsey 
St for public viewing of vehicles.  Tre-
vor & Lyn Clerke have invited mem-
bers to their home where we may take 
and eat our lunch in a comfortable and 

a congenial alfresco atmosphere. 

Friday 26th January 
CLUB   EVENT 

4 Clubs Meet-up 

MAPS, Gawler, Barossa Valley & 
NARCS clubs.  Held at Angaston oval 
MAPS members to gather 9:00am at 

BP Roadhouse Port Wakefield 

Sunday  11th  March 
CLUB   EVENT 

Moonta’s 4th 
Show-n-Shine 

  
Moonta Oval 

Last year we had 18 vehicles on show, 
of which 4 won category trophies and 
MAPS won ‘Best Car Club Display’. 

Can we increase our display this year? 
Entries close Friday 2nd March. 
Richard Bastian has entry forms 

April 6th & 
April 7th 

CLUB   EVENT 

Port Pirie 
Camp Out 

To coincide with the Laura Folk Festival 
which we will visit on Saturday 7th 
Pt Pirie Caravan Park:- 8632 4275 
Bentley’s Cabin Park:-  8633 2666 

Sunday 22nd  April 
CLUB   EVENT 

Port Vincent 
Salt Water Classic 

A static display.  Times to be advised at 
a later date 

Sunday 20th May 
CLUB   EVENT 

Kulpara Hall 
Registration  Day 

Meet at the Kulpara Hall at 10:30am for 
registration of cars, followed by lunch.  

The club will supply meats, bread, sauc-
es, butter, tea and coffee.  Please bring a 

salad and sweet to pool 

Sunday 24th June 
CLUB   EVENT 

Wauraltee Hall 
Registration Day 

Meet at the Wauraltee Hall at 10:30am 
for rego, followed by lunch.  The club 

will supply meats, bread, sauces, butter, 
tea and coffee.  Please bring a salad and 

sweet to pool. 
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ON A LIGHTER NOTE….. 

The light turned yellow, just in front of 
him.  
 He did the right thing and stopped at the 
crosswalk, even though he could have 
beaten the red light by accelerating 
through the intersection. The tailgating 
woman behind him was furious and 
honked her horn, screaming in 
frustration,> as she missed her chance to 
get through the intersection. 
 As she was still in mid-rant, she heard a 
tap on her window and looked up  
0 into the face of a very serious police 
officer.  
 The officer ordered her to exit her car 
with her hands up. 

 He took her to the police station where 
she was searched, fingerprinted, 
photographed and placed in a holding 
cell. 
 After a couple of hours, a policeman 
approached the cell and opened the door. 
> She was escorted back to the booking 
desk where the arresting officer was  
waiting with her personal effects. 
 He said, "I'm very sorry for this 
mistake. You see, I pulled up behind 
your car while > you were blowing your 
horn, giving the guy in front of you the 
finger and cursing at him. 
 I noticed the 'What Would Jesus Do' 
bumper sticker, the 'Choose Life' licence 
plate holder, the 'Follow Me to Sunday-
School' bumper sticker, and the chrome-
plated Christian fish emblem  
on the trunk, so naturally I assumed you 
had stolen the car." 

REMINDERS– AGAIN! 

 

Ardrossan Annual Christmas 
Parade. 

Friday, 22nd December 

Meet at the top of the main 
street 

 at 5:30pm for a 6:00pm start 

Pt Vincent  New Year Day 
Gala 

A street parade and static 
display 

Meet in Ramsey St at 9:30am 
for the 10:00 parade which 

returns to Ramsey St for public 
viewing of vehicles.  Trevor & 

Lyn Clerke have invited 
members to their home where 
we may take and eat our lunch 

in a comfortable and a 
congenial alfresco atmosphere. 

Australia Day, Four Clubs 
Meet Up 

January 26th 

MAPS, Gawler, Barossa Valley 
& 

NARCS clubs.  Held at 
Angaston oval 

MAPS members to gather 
9:00am at BP Roadhouse Port 

Wakefield 
LOOK OUT FOR DETAILS OF A 
CLUB EVENT FOR FEBRUARY 
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LOOKING TO THE FUTURE 

A number of recommended events 
for 2018  to note in your diary 

VINTAGE SPORTS CAR CLUB 
OF SA’S 

HISTORIC MOTOR VEHICLE 
GATHERING. SUNDAY 18TH 

MARCH 2018. 

Club circle of eight vehicles invited 
to the Adelaide City Parklands. 

FREE! 

BOOLEROO STEAM CENTRE 
RALLY 

SUNDAY 25TH MARCH 2018 

HMVC’S  BRITISH CLASSICS 
DAY AT VICTOR HARBOR, 

SUNDAY 6TH MAY 2018  

AUGUST 2018 NARC’S 
CLUBRALLY 
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David Meyer, the man who purchased 
the 1925 Graham Bros and the 1927 
Chevrolet Capitol from the Club, has 
turned his interest to money raising for 
the Royal Flying Doctor, entering in the 
annual Royal Flying Doctor Trek. 

After participating as a passenger in 
another entrant’s car in 2012 & 2013, 
David entered his Toyota Troop Carrier 
as a support vehicle in the 2014 Trek. 

David then purchased a 1966 HR Holden 
for the 2015 trek.  As his two sons, 
James and Jeremy, showed considerable 
interest in the trek in 2015 and 2016, 
David acquired two more cars, and in 
2017, entered three Holdens and the 
troop carrier. 

The route of the trek varies each year.  In 
2017, it commenced in Griffith,  and 
finished in Port Macquarie, travelling via 
White Cliffs, Tibooburra, Hungerford, 
Lightning Ridge, Dirranbandi and 
Armidale .  Approximately 110 vehicles 
participated. 

The trek raised approximately $1.2M for 
the RFDS in 2017, making the total 
raised .over the 26 year history of the 
trek to approximately $27M. 

 

BELOW– One of the two trucks so well 
restored 
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 David and Helen Croser's attendance at 
the 'Hardtop Anniversary, Bathurst, 2017 
Rally', run by the 'Ford Coupe Club of 
Australia', which is based in Melbourne. 
      I became a member of this club in August, 
2016, and when I found out their biennial 
rally was going to be held in Bathurst, on 
November 10th, 11th and 12th, I made sure 
my 1972 XA Falcon 500 Hardtop was up and 
running, in plenty of time to take part in the 
Rally, at such an iconic place.  
      The reason for the name of the Rally, 
came about 10 years ago, when the second 
Rally was held in Echuca, as it was 30 years 
since the historic 'Moffat-Bond' 'One Two' 
finish at the 1977 'Bathurst 1000', in their XC 
Falcon Hardtops. Because it was the 40th 
Anniversary this time, it was decided to hold 
the Rally where this event happened, at 
Bathurst, and it appears the Club made the 
right call, resulting in a record number of 
entrants.  
      If there had been a prize for the longest 
ownership of a Hardtop, I would have won it, 
because none of the almost 150 entrants had 
owned their cars before September 15th, 
1972, which was the day I bought the car 
new, from 'John Murdock Motors', in 
Minlaton, just over 45 years ago. (The worst 
part about this day was the fact I had to trade 
in my trusty 1964 XM Falcon Hardtop, which 
I still wish I owned today). 
     My Hardtop was one of the very few 6 
cylinder powered cars there, and it was tested 
 out fairly well, during the 3 laps of the 
'Mount Panorama Motor Racing Circuit', and 
even more on a Cruise to the Jenolan Caves, 
on the Saturday. The registration of entrants 
took place on the Friday, outside the 'National 
Motor Racing Museum', next to the circuit, 
and after this, entrants were allowed access to 
the Museum after hours, and this was 
followed by a BBQ tea, put on by the 
Bathurst Lions Club.  
     Four different Cruises took place on 
Saturday, and Helen and I chose the Cruise to 
the Jenolan Caves, (where we took part in a 
one hour tour of some of the caves, and this 
was hard work on the calf muscles, with lots 
of steps to climb up and down).  

     The evening function was held at the brand 
new Harness Racing Club Complex, (within 
view of the Mount Panorama sign on top of 
the mountain). About 250 people attended 
this function, and I entertained them with 
about 40 minutes of Country Music during 
the evening. Among the guests were Allan 
Moffat, Colin Bond, Murray Carter and Fred 
Gibson and his motor racing wife, Colleen.  
     Allan, Colin, Fred and Colleen gave 
interesting stories of their racing days, and 
Murray Carter, (the Coupe Club Patron), was 
honoured for his service to the Club, and his 
efforts as a mostly 'privateer' driver of Falcon 
Hardtops, in the 1970's. He recently retired 
from competitive racing, after a 69 year 
career, at the age of 87. 
     Allan Moffat, Colin Bond, Fred Gibson 
and Murray Carter gave two autograph 
sessions at the 'Show and Shine', held in Pit 
Lane, on a sunny Sunday, and it was a 
wonderful feeling to be part of such a brilliant 
display of classic Falcon Coupes, or 
Hardtops, as I like to call them, (and a bonus 
to get a poster autographed by all four men.)  
      Of course I didn't stand a chance of 
winning anything at the 'Show and Shine', 
because of the still original engine bay, which 
I foolishly chose not to have painted, when 
Rod Nixon and his crew worked on the car a 
few years ago, but the rest of the car stood up 
very well amongst some extremely expensive 
restorations, (in my slightly biased opinion 
anyway!) 
     The Rally concluded with a wonderful 
three course meal, at the 'Panthers Club', in 
Bathurst, where the various winners of the 
'Show and Shine' were announced, and more 
interviews with the former Falcon Hardtop 
Racing Car drivers provided some interesting 
facts on the way things were done in those 
days. 
     The fact my Hardtop was the oldest 'one 
owner car' at the Rally caused quite a bit of 
interest, and I hope I can attend a few more of 
these biennial events in the years to come, to 
reinforce this fact! 
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     The most disappointing thing about my 

Hardtop, is that I didn't look after the coolant 

enough in the 1990's, which resulted in 

having to replace the original motor, which 

went porous and boiled too often for it's own 

good. The current motor is almost 3 years 

younger than the rest of the vehicle, but at 

least I kept a 6 cylinder motor in it. 

     Because I'd only had the under dash air 

conditioner repaired about 4 weeks before the 

Rally, (and with the Rally held in November), 

Helen and I agreed it might be a good idea to 

trailer the vehicle, in case the repairs didn't 

stand up to the trip. This led to the 

replacement of my 43 year old car trailer, 

(which was a fraction narrow to transport the 

car anyway), with a brand new 16 foot tilting 

car trailer. However, this idea nearly 

backfired, because the trailer was only 

completed one week before we headed off. I 

needn't have worried, because it did over 

3,400 kilometres on its 'maiden run', and 

performed perfectly. 

     This was the 6th 'Hardtop Anniversary 

Rally' run by the 'Ford Coupe Club of 

Australia', and the first 5 were all held in the 

Echuca area.  

Also, this year was the first one to have 

entrants from every State and Territory, with 

around 30 vehicles from South Australia, and 

I am glad we made the effort to attend, and I 

was proud of the way my 'old girl' performed 

during the Rally. 

      The car was my everyday transport for the 

first 13 years, and then it was partially 

restored and repainted by the late Chris 

Hudson, in Minlaton, when it was off the road 

for 18 months. From 1986, I used it again 

until 1998, when I 'retired' it until February, 

2017. During this time, it was restored for the 

second time, and it took me a long while to 

put everything back together, but I'm pleased 

with the result, and now I want to get it out 

and about, to add to the 213,734 miles it has 

currently travelled. 

     To round off this report, I will always be 

thankful I was able to show the late John 

Murdock the car he sold me 44 and a half 

years earlier, when Helen and I drove the car 

to Yorketown, on February 16th this year. 

John was very pleased to see the car again, 

but only two months later, he died, aged 91. 
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SANTA AND HIS LOVELY 

HELPER. 

Eighty three  people arrived for the 
MAPS 2017 Christmas lunch at  Walla-
roo Sports Club. A well organised pre 
ordering system saw the guests served 
their choices of meal in  an efficient 
manner. Well done to Richard Bastian 
for his work in ensuring things happened 
according to plan. 

Santa called by with some treats for the 
members, but I’m not sure that he’d 
filled in his log book for the sleigh that 
day. 

Just looking at the picture above, I reck-
on the smile on Margaret Klingberg’s 
face tells a story i.e. she was admiring 
Santa’s hind quarters! 

The attendance was amongst the highest 
of any club event and good that many 
brought along their classic cars too. 

Mike O 
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THE WILKIN AND WILTON 
WORLD WANDERS 

It is not my intention to write a trave-
logue of the recent Wilkin/ Wilton trip to 
Europe and the UK, however I found that 
as I made notes, it seemed to be taking on 
the appearance of just that. I therefore 
urge those who aren't particularly inter-
ested in other peoples' day to day travels 
to press on and read because I really have 
tried to focus on transport and all its 
forms across our trip. In typical 
Wilkin/Wilton form, there were quite a 
few mishaps and adventures as we made 
our way on various planes, trains and 
automobiles, not to mention boats and 
planes: 

 Many journeys begin on a plane 
and that is how our trip begins. Everyone 
is excited as we board our 9:30 pm flight 
to Dubai with Emirates. I am tired having 
spent the previous two days attending a 
wedding in Adelaide, driving home, then 
preparing our house for the house sitter. 
Never mind, I might actually sleep on 
this flight. Three hours into the flight and 
I begin to feel decidedly odd. Leaving 
my seat to go to the loo, I only make two 
steps and promptly fall across the people 
in front of us in a dead faint! Doug pulls 
me off and tries to get me into my own 
seat. 

“What do you think you're doing you 
silly woman, you're in the wrong seat?”  
He doesn't realize I am out to it and I 
don't respond. Minutes later I am in my 
own seat with an oxygen bottle. Three of 
the cabin crew are fussing around me and 
I am wondering what on earth is going 
on. I am sweaty, clammy, shivering, 
groggy and cannot speak! The cabin crew 
take me to the back of the plane where I 
am laid on the cold galley floor with my 
feet up on a milk crate. I am hooked up 
to a machine measuring everything and 

they tell me the data is being sent to a 
doctor in Dubai. Great, I'm thinking. The 
doctor is apparently happy with my vital 
signs but says I must be hydrated, given 
something sugary. Diagnosis: Exhaustion 
and dehydration. The doctor wants me to 
remain lying down. This poses a problem 
as I am grossly in the way when 
mealtime comes along so I am taken up 
to First Class and given a bedroom! 
Doug follows and intends to stay with me 
but he is unceremoniously shunted out. I 
end up sleeping peacefully in a lovely 
bed for the rest of the flight. Now that's 
how you get an upgrade!  

  That event aside, the remainder of our 
plane travels is uneventful and relatively 
comfortable, considering we travel 'cattle 
class'. The food is certainly very good on 
Emirates, as are the hot towels, minky 
blankets and silk pillows. Can't complain 
really. 

 

 

Trains: Some of us (me) love trains 
while others, (Peter, Pam and Doug) see 
them as simply an opportunity to sleep!  
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  After spending 24 hours in Dubai (more 
later), we fly to Rome where once again, it 
proves beneficial to travel on an British Pass-
port. I am able to go straight through passport 
control while the Aussies are stuck in a very 
long queue. Three hours later, during which 
time I have read a book in the baggage collec-
tion area, collected all our bags, walked the 
airport, learned to speak Italian and had an-
other sleep, we meet up and are on our way to 
the Hotel Cortina.  

  Our travel in Italy is to be by train much of 
the time, most of it pre booked first class, but 
we have a Eurail pass and intend to use the 
regional and domestic trains too. After work-
ing out we can usually walk to the train sta-
tions we spend many hours on all manner of 
trains. The thing which strikes us is how clean 
and well equipped the trains are and that they 
are always on time. We travel to Florence, 
Pisa, Genoa, La Spezia, Cinque Terre and 
finally Nice in France. Travelling around the 
Five Villages (Cinque Terre) on the Italian 
Mediterranean Coast we have a wonderful 
time hopping on and off the trains for 14€ 
each per day, while exploring the mountain-
ous coastal villages and sampling the local 
food and wine. I can't believe how someone 
can power nap on a ten minute train ride!  

  The fast trains are fantastic, futuristic modes 
of transport and we are travelling first class 
from Nice to Paris, where we sit at tables with 
lamps with drinks and snacks, not to mention 
lunch from a well-stocked cafe bar. 

The trains are very quiet with negligible rock-
ing or track noise making it ideal sleeping 
conditions. While the other three snore their 
way through the picturesque French country-

side, I am taking it all in, the vineyards, end-
less rolling fields of rapeseed (canola) in 
flower, winding rivers and streams and the 
charming French cottages, villas and cha-
teaux. As we begin to descend the hills to-
wards the Parisienne plateau, the train really 
gathers speed until we are rocketing alongside 
a motorway where trucks appear to be stand-
ing still. The speed is thrilling and I am madly 
filming. Too bad the others are missing it!  

  In Paris we once again use the Metro Under-
ground, a very easy system which is quite 
cheap. Having used it last time we feel like 
old hands, as we know what we're doing! Lat-
er, we board the Eurostar to travel to England, 
and I put my foot down insisting they stay 
awake to enjoy the ride. (Last time we trav-
elled on Eurostar, they all fell asleep of 
course.) So yes all four of us see the tunnel 
this trip; 20 minutes of complete blackness 
and I keep them awake the whole time. What 
an experience! We are doing 295 km/h and it 
feels like 100! The ultimate moment is when 
you pop out into bright sunlight near Dover. 

Although we hire a car to travel England we 
spend a few days in London before picking up 
the car and decide to venture underground on 
the Tube. Similar to the Metro in Paris, the 
Tube trains are a little more confusing and it 
is harder to understand what you need to do, 
surprising since we're all speaking English! 
The upshot of this is that we manage to use up 
our allocated trips on our first ticket and run 
into trouble when we can't get out of the turn-
stiles as our tickets are invalid! It takes quite a 
while and a very nice Ticketmaster, who gives 
us a free pass out, to learn how it works. We 
should have bought an Oyster card, it would 
have been cheaper!  
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   Once on the road trip in the UK, we do 
several heritage train trips. The Brits love 
their old steam trains and it seems every 
region has its own heritage steam engine 
restoration society.  

   In Wales at Aberystwyth, we take the Vale 

of Rheidol Rail steam train, The Great 
Western 1213, for a scenic trip on narrow 
gauge tracks through gorges and forests. 

The carriages are open and we need warm 
coats and scarves even though it is summer. 
The driver hangs out of the side to see where 
he's going, the second engineer has most of 
his body outside the train, narrowly missing 
rocky outcrops and vegetation. In the open 
carriages, we are getting covered with soot 
and look quite comical by the time we reach 
the first stop. We breathe in the smell of hot 
oil and burning coal and the sight of 
billowing steam as it vapourises into the 
valleys and tall forestry is beautiful! 
Averaging 20 mph, the little train stops at five 
charmingly quaint stations, each with white 
painted picket fences, a riot of colourful 
blooms and heritage cast iron seating and 
lamps. At one stop, the engine takes on water 
from a large tank trackside. Meanwhile the 
second engineer, oils up a few points and 
we're off again. The final stop, Devil's 
Bridge, hosts us with delightful tea rooms, 
souvenir shop and a 1/4 size steam engine 
that you can drive for £5. 

   In North Yorkshire, we take the North 
Yorkshire Moors Railway's steam train. The 
ticket is £21 each and we are accompanied by 
many dogs with their owners, unlike 
Australia where taking an animal on public 
transport would be considered as antisocial 

and unsanitary as rifling through rubbish bins 
for food! The cost of a ticket for Rover? £3.  

The full sized train has beautifully restored 
antique carriages which are heated and very 
comfortable, fortunate because it pours with 
rain the whole day. First stop is the lovely 
market town of Pickering where we escape 
the constant rain by having lunch at the 
Station Inn and I tune their guitars!  

  After lunch, back on the train to Goathland 
(Heartbeat's Aidensfield) where we spend an 
hour trying to stay dry while re visiting 
Scripp's Garage and Funeral Parlour and the 
other local shops. Despite the deluge a car 
club passes through, driving very slowly to a) 
avoid a small flock of sheep stopping to graze 
the roadside and eventually finding their way 
onto the concrete apron of the garage and 
shops and b) because the rain is so heavy. The 
E-Type Jags, Triumphs and MG's all have 
their tops up!  

We do actually board the Hogwarts Express, 
during our visit to the Warner Bros Harry 
Potter Adventure just out of London. We 
walk through the carriages which are dressed 

for many scenes from all the movies, 
complete with owls in cages , brooms and 
capes etc. It is the actual train used in filming. 
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   For a different experience we take a 
funicular rail, The Aberystwyth Cliff 
Railway, in Wales. These railcars are usually 
pulled up a steep incline using two carriages 
to counterbalance each other as one rises and 
the other descends. The tracks are really steep 
and so close to each other that you can touch 
the other carriage as it passes. Our carriages 
are open to the elements but it is a warm 
summery day. The views down the track are 
spectacular, taking in the town and 
surrounding Welsh countryside and we make 
sure we are right in the front, even though we 
have to elbow a few kids out of the way! 

Automobiles: 

  Arriving in Dubai for our 24 hour stopover, 
we have a private tour booked with Maggie's 
Bespoke Tours, a South Aussie business. We 
are collected by Chadi, a Syrian national 
working in Dubai, contracted to Maggie. 
Chadi is totally charming and friendly and we 
have a wonderful day as he is prepared to 
take us wherever we want to go. We are in a 
brand new Landcruiser, one of a few Chadi 
has, as he also does desert tours. Having a 
Master’s Degree in Arabian Culture, he has 
lived in the desert with Bedouins for years 
before getting married and settling in Dubai. 
A Bedouin adventure is on the bucket list! 
Driving around Dubai is quite pleasurable and 
hassle free for us with Chadi at the wheel. 
The luxurious comfort and effective air con 
are very welcome in the heat. The roads are 
very good, the traffic flows well with 
seemingly no speeding or erratic behaviour. 
Even the taxis are sedate! The variety and 
numbers of high end cars on the roads is mind 
boggling. We are talking some serious money 

here. As well as Ferrari, Maserati, Bugatti and 
Lamborghini, we see Rolls Royce, Bentley, 
Porsche and Mercedes by the dozen. Visiting 
the Sheik's Palace, Chadi tells us that he has 
over 100 luxury cars in his garages, all of 
which he drives. On seeing a couple of new 
Mustangs, Chadi informs us that they are 
really 'the poor man's sports car'! We take in 
the sights of Dubai from the modern city, 
where buildings are towering pieces of art 
fashioned from glass and steel into impossible 
shapes and angles, to the old Dubai where we 
walk through the souks and dine in a 
traditional restaurant sampling Chadi's 
selections. That evening we walk across to 
the Dubai Mall to see the water and light 
show, in the reflected wonder of the Burgh 
Khalifa. At the Mall's entrance, there are 
numerous beautiful cars lined up waiting with 
their drivers, presumably for the owners to 
finish their chicken wings or Cold Rock Ice 
creams and make their way home! A really 
swish black Rolls convertible with red roof 
catches my eye. I could see myself driving 
that to school! 

In Europe, most of our travel is on trains but 
we do take taxis sometimes and find them to 
be generally very reasonable priced. We have 
a private tour around Rome Antiquities in a 
luxury black Mercedes van. We travel on to 
Florence to 
take in the 
amazing sights, 
art galleries 
and Ferraris on 
the hill.  

 

( One for the 
ladies! Ed.) 
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  The highlight however is our last night in 
Paris. We decide to get a taxi to take us to see 
the Eiffel Tower at night. The driver speaks 
little English so it's simply 'Eiffel Tower s'il 
vous plait' and off we go. He expects to just 
drop us off I'm sure but we sort of explain we 
wish to see the lights, les lumières de Paris, 
and after a while he gets the idea. He drives 
us around, along the Seine and up to Notre 
Dame. We are wondering how much this 
might cost but anyway, it's the last day, we'll 
just enjoy it. Back to our apartment on Rue 
Juilliet near the Tuileries Gardens and the 
total cost is 20€! We think he may have 
enjoyed our crazy Aussie company! 

  While in Nice, we decide to take the train to 
Monte Carlo in Monaco. It is one week to the 
Grand Prix and the place is chaotic readying 
itself for arguably the most famous race in the 
world. The train station is one big car 
showroom for all the high end cars. Some 
examples of current prices are; Maserati 
Grancabrio 78,900€, Mercedes SLS coupe 
214,000€, 2007 Porsche 911, 72,800€, 2014 
911 GT3, 158,900€, Mitsuoka Himiko similar 
to a '50s style Jaguar roadster, 2016, 78,900€  
and Ferrari 459 149,900€.  

  We take an open top bus tour around the 
city which takes in part of the Grand Prix 
Circuit. At least we can say we've driven the 
Monaco Grand Prix track! Amazingly, much 
of Monaco's traffic is carried on underground 
highways complete with traffic lights, 
roundabouts and overpasses. It is quite 
surreal. The only Grand Prix car we see is a 
one man solar car zooming around the streets 
in readiness for a solar trial in the coming 
week, a precursor to the main event.  

 Paris is the same hectic but beautiful city it 
was on our last visit, but this time, they are 
preparing for the general election and the 
streets are choked with all manner of official 
vehicles and police. The acceptance 
ceremony is taking place at the intersection 
right next to our hotel and many roads are 
blocked off with massive securite including 
police montee (Mounted). Once President 
Macron is elected, the ceremony takes place 
followed by a massive protest march 

featuring mediaeval knights on horses and 
hundreds of people chanting 'Que voulons-
nous?' (What do we want?) 'Liberte!’ 

  Doug and I decide to take a stroll up the 
Champs Élysées to the Arc de Triomphe. On 
the way we drop into the Mercedes 
Showroom for a look. It is like no other car 
yard I have ever seen. Walking through the 
doors, you would be forgiven for thinking 
you were entering a luxury Hotel, with a 
massive polished walnut reception desk and 
concierge. There are a number of young 
attendants in crisp starched shirts, waistcoats 
and polished Italian shoes discreetly hovering 
in case you would like to spend a few 
hundred thousand euros.  

The magnificent centre piece is a Mercedes 
AMG  Petronas on an aqua blue fluoro lit 
turntable, backed by an audio visual 
extravaganza to tempt you to buy. We 
continue past the displays along curving 
corridors lit in the same glorious colours and 
lined with sparkling glass displays of 
Mercedes merchandise such as watches, 
wallets, belts, jewelry, key fobs and 
handbags. It is an experience in itself and 
well worth a look. You just have to try to 
look very wealthy! To be continued... 
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Minutes of general meeting, Performing Arts Centre, Maitland 
8pm, Thursday, December 7, 2017 
 
1. Meeting opening and welcome: President Joe Ingram explained the room evacuation and 
welcomed members and visitors. Joe thanked Vonny Hill, Jacky Hopkins, Bev Chapman and 
Sandra Harvey for organising the supper. 
 
2. Present: As per attendance register 
 
3. Apologies: Trevor & Lyn Clerke, Richard & Barbara Duns, Jenny Penhall, Bev Ingram 
and per attendance register 
 
4. Confirmation of the November 2, 2017 general meeting minutes as recorded in the 
Review:  
Moved Marg Bastian ‘that the minutes of the November 2 meeting as printed in the Review 
be accepted’ seconded Brian Mitchell7    Carried 
 
5. Business arising from minutes:* Nil 
 
6. Treasurer’s report:  
Moved Erica Andrews ‘that the treasurer’s report be accepted and accounts be paid’ 
seconded Pam Wilton Carried 
 
7. Correspondence:  
In 
Emails 
*Veteran Car Club of SA’s Annual Rally to Mannum 26/4 to 29/4/2018 
Newsletters 
*Tappet Chatter November 2017 – Adelaide Hills Motor Restorers Club Inc. 
*Crank Talk November 2017 – Pirie & Districts Automotive Restorers Club 
*Crank Case November 2017 – Broken Hill Veteran and Vintage Car Club 
*Grease November 2017 – Whyalla Vintage and Classic Car Club 
*Smoke Signal November & December 2017 – Vintage and Veteran Motorcycle Club of SA 
Other 
*Federation minutes October 2017 
*Thanks from Maitland and District Progress Association for involvement in ‘Models and 
More’ 
*Apology re Christmas lunch from Steven Griffiths 
*Enthusiast Motor Insurance 
*All British day – Sunday February 11 2018 
*Moonta and District Progress Association – Show’n’Shine on Sunday March 11 2018 
*13th Cousin Jack Rally (Kadina) – Sunday May 6 2018 (Veteran & Vintage Motorcycle 
Club of Northern Yorke Peninsular) 
*Shannon’s Auctions 
Out 
*Nil 
 
Marg Bastian moved ‘that the correspondence be accepted’ seconded Carol Wilkins 
  Carried 
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8. Business arising from correspondence: *Nil 

9. Events (see event calendar in the Review for more details of club events) 

*Report on recent events 

Day at the Burg November 19 

Christmas dinner November 26 

*Ardrossan Christmas Parade – Friday December 22 

*Gala Day – Port Vincent January 1 

*4 clubs meet up – Friday January 26 (Angaston Oval) 

*Port Pirie campout – April 6/7 – maybe RSL for tea and Laura on Saturday 

*Salt Water Classic – Sunday April 22 2017 

*Pirie Rally – May 2018 

*Riverland Rally at Renmark – October 2018 after Bay to Birdwood 

*Port Augusta Rally – September / October 2018 

*Murray Bridge Campout – early October 2018? 

 

10. General Business 

*Registration days 2018 

Thursday May 3 (meeting) 

Sunday May 20 – Kulpara Hall 

Thursday June 7 (meeting) 

Sunday June 24 – Waurultee hall 

* Guest Speakers: February 1 – Trevor Clerke 

   March 1 – Peter Anderson re the Police Force 

   April 5 – none (campout next day) 

   May 3 – Kokoda Track 

*Barb & Bernard Knopes still not well 

*About 5 cars going to all British Day 

*Lucky draws 

 

11.Next meeting: 8pm February 1 2018 

 

Meeting closed: 8.35pm 

 

A delicious Christmas supper was served with a rolling display of members’ cars shown on 
the screen courtesy of Mike Osborne. 
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MAPS REGALIA PRICE LIST 

Jackets:   $50 

Short sleeve polo shirt without pocket:
    $30 

Short sleeve polo shirt with pocket: 
    $35 

Woven MAPS logo badges: $10 

Metal logo badges, for cars: $20 

MAPS logo stickers: 

 Large  $5 

 Medium $2 

 Small  $1 

Also available– MAPS mugs ( no not 
the committee ones. Ed) 

To order any of the se items, see rega-
lia officer Joan Correll, phone 8853 
2004 or email joanc@netyp.com.au. 

 

To order a new MAPS name badge 
(magnetic, or pin and clip), see mem-
bership secretary Erica Andrews, 
phone 0418 818 247 or email 
ha.ej.andrews@bigpond.com. 

 

 

MAPS CLOTHING & REGALIA 

Pictured left; Ambers, a 
fellow volunteer ambo from 

Ardrossan, dons a MAPS 
jacket to illustrate just how 
smart you can look in the 

right outfit. 

(Did I really type that 
without laughing?,) 


